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Havas Digital Insight Social Search: SEO Best Practices & Tips

1. Overview

Search Engine Optimization focuses on four main areas:
1. Technical Architecture
2. On-Site Optimization
3. Off-Site Promotion
4. Social Signals (New Factor)

During the last six months, the top tier Search Engines have incorporated social
signals into their algorithms as a small factor for determining how a site should
rank for targeted keywords.

The evolution and impact of Social Search is still in its infancy. Havas Digital ex-
pects Social Search will continue to gain in popularity and continue to be a larger
percentage of the Search Engine’s algorithm in the near future, as both Search
Engines and users are interested in endorsements from trusted connections.

The evolution and impact of Social
Search 1s still n its infancy

2. Impact

Google has recently begun to show social annotations and recommendations
in the Search Engine Result Pages, which shows they are encouraging people to
use social interactions to share and endorse meaningful content.

SEOmoz has also conducted testing to understand the impact on social ele-
ments by monitoring rankings for specific keywords before and after promotion
on Google Plus and Twitter. After six weeks of promoting the targeted page
and keywords using Google Plus and Twitter, rankings moved from position #4 to
position #1.

SEOmoz has also mentioned in the 2011 Ranking Factors, a biennial survey of
the industry’s top SEO professionals, that Facebook and Twitter popularity is
strongly correlated to strong performance in search engine rankings.

Go()g‘[e" seomoz.org @
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3. Best practices

Havas Digital has created this best practice document with a list of tips for in-
creasing sharing and endorsements utilizing social media, which can have a posi-
tive impact on search engine rankings.

1

Build your company profile on the most important social outlets.
E.g. Facebook, Twitter, LinkedIn and other social media outlets. Make
sure your social media identity is available by checking to see if your
company name is available by using services like http://knowem.com/

Create share worthy content and distribute it socially.

Add the social buttons to important content. The Google +1 But-
ton, Facebook Likes Button, Facebook Shares and Recommend Button,
Tweet Button and the LinkedIn Share button should be incorporated into
every page of content that should be shared using social media.

Recommend this stery

2 Tweaot i1 m Chare 1641 l‘:‘i} 1 +1 10

Save to delicio.us (33 saves, tagoed: analtics socialmedia google)

EiRecommend W 35 people recommend this,

If each button cannot be added to a site, consider using the AddThis or
ShareThis functionality.

Find an application or plug-in that remembers your username and
password so you don't have to login to the social media sites every time
you want to leave a comment or endorse content.

Link to your social media pages on your home page, to engage users
and generate more traffic to your social media properties.

Use your brand name and targeted keywords in posts.
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Try to get as many Facebook likes and Twitter followers as possible,
especially from influential people. The more people like and follow you,
the higher impact it can have on search engine rankings.

Think outside the box and be creative to get people to like and rec-
ommend your content, by writing compelling content that people would
want to naturally link to, comment on and share.

Utilize and test different social plug-ins, to see which one works best
for your site.

Measure social media ROI using analytics, webmaster tools and third
party tools to monitor tweets, likes and other social metrics.

Leverage strong networks to improve other properties. For exam-
ple, if your Facebook profile has a stronger presence than your Digg
profile, consider linking to your Digg profile from the Facebook profile,
to increase traffic and brand awareness.

Use social media as a content testing tool. For example, if you write
about a certain topic, share it using social media to see if the content
is worthy to go viral. If the content does not generate a lot of endorse-
ments or buzz, you may want to consider writing about another topic.

Look for opportunities to share the content by looking through the
SERPs to see if you can find content that has not been shared using so-
cial media.

Maximize content shareability by making sure the content can be eas-
ily found, easy to read and contains minimal advertising.

Build branding consistently, e.g. always use the same logo, company
name and look and feel.

Add social login buttons to endorse the sharing of content.

Recognize and reciprocate sharing behavior.
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4. Conclusion

Social Media will continue to play an important role in brand communication
strategies alongside the three core components of SEO: links, content and a
strong technical architecture. It will dramatically affect how a site will rank in the
Search Engine Results.

Incorporating social media elements into your website content and creating a link
development strategy will help your website attract more endorsements, traffic
and better rank for high-volume and targeted keywords, and to have a positive
impact on your search engine optimization and inbound marketing campaigns.

It will dramatically affect how a site
will rank 1n the Search Engine Results

5. Resources

Please visit the following links for further information:

* http://searchenginewatch.com/article/2079336/4-Steps-to-Measure-Social-
Media-ROIl-with-Google-Analytics

* http://searchenginewatch.com/article/2081719/Social-SEOQ-Facebook-Twit-
ter-Best-Practices

* http://www.seomoz.org/webinars/the-end-of-search-without-social

Please contact us for a free website
audit and with any SEO questions.

Follow us at: @havasseo
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6. Contact details

We encourage you to contact us directly to discuss, in more details, any concerns
you may have regarding this Havas Digital Insight issue. We will be happy to
assist you.

- winston.burton@mediacontacts.com

- rob.griffin@havasdigital.com

- mark.egan@havasdigital.com

Or contact your HAVAS DIGITAL LOCAL OFFICE:

HAVAS DIGITAL ARGENTINA
Humberto Primo 101, Capital Federal. C1103ACC, Ciudad Buenos Aires, Argentina PHONE +54 11 5777 7400
FAX +54 11 5777 7401 COUNTRY MANAGER Germéan Abaroa EMAIL german.abaroa@havasdigital.com

HAVAS DIGITAL AUSTRALIA

ADDRESS 1 Level 16, Town Hall House. 456 Kent Street, Sydney NSW 2000 PHONE +61 2 8094 7517 FAX +61 2 9283 9024
ADDRESS 2 113 York Street South, Melbourne VIC 3205 PHONE +61 3 9693 8107 FAX +61 3 9690 5706

COUNTRY MANAGER Nick Behr EMAIL nick.behr@au.mediacontacts.com

HAVAS DIGITAL BELGIUM
Rue Maurice Charlent, 53. 1160 Auderghem, Belgium PHONE +32 2 349 1560 FAX +32 2 349 1570
COUNTRY MANAGER Julie Tinant EMAIL julie.tinant@be.havasdigital.com

HAVAS DIGITAL BRAZIL
Rua Luigi Galvani 42, 11° Andar. Conj. 115. Brooklin 04575-020. Sao Paulo, Brazil PHONE +55 11 2889 5650
FAX +55 11 5506 4753 COUNTRY MANAGER André Zimmermann EMAIL andre.zimmermann@havasdigital.com

HAVAS DIGITAL CANADA
473 Adelaide Street West, Suite 300, Toronto. Ontario, M5V1T1 PHONE +1 416 480 8692 FAX +1 416 480 6666
COUNTRY MANAGER Chris Williams EMAIL chris.williams@ca.mediacontacts.com

HAVAS DIGITAL CHILE
Almirante Pastene 333, Floor 7, Of. 701. 7500506 - Providencia, Santiago, Chile PHONE +56 714 8000
FAX +56 9 865 3083 COUNTRY MANAGER Gonzalo Parra EMAIL gonzalo.parra@havasdigital.com

HAVAS DIGITAL CHINA

ADDRESS 1 Room 8011-8012, 8/F, Novel Building No. 887, Huaihai Zhong Road. Shanghai, China, 200020

PHONE +86 21 6467 6368 FAX +86 21 6467 6369 ADDRESS 2 Room 2001, 20/F, Tower B, Global Trade Center No.36,
Dong San Huan Road, Dongcheng District. Beijing, China, 100013 PHONE +86 10 59232702 FAX +86 10 5825 6173
COUNTRY MANAGER Leon Lu EMAIL leon.lu@cn.mediacontacts.com

HAVAS DIGITAL COLOMBIA
Carrera 7, No. 71-21, Torre A, Piso 12. Edificio Avenida Chile. Bogot4, D.C. Colombia PHONE +57 1 317 3010
FAX +57 1 317 3010 COUNTRY MANAGER Sandra Quintero EMAIL sandra.quintero@havasdigital.com
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HAVAS DIGITAL FINLAND
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